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DHRUVA WAS THE SON OF SUNEETI, 
THE SENIOR QUEEN OF KING 
UTTANAPADA. UNFORTUNATELY 
FOR DHRUVA AND SUNEETI, 
UTTANAPADA LOVED SURLCHI, 
HIS SECOND QUEEN, BETTER AND 
WAS PARTIAL TO HER. 


AH! HERE COMES QUEEN SURUCH 


9 pay - = 
(THER ONE AIM 
/ 1S TO SEE HER ¥ 
SON,UTTAMA, 
CROWNED 


AS SURUCHI WALKED 
UP TO-HER SON— 


MOTHER, FATHER !S FREE. MAY 
1.60 AND SIT ON HiS LAP? 


CERTAINLY, MY SON. 
IT 1S YOUR RIGHT- 
FUL PLACE AS THE 
FUTURE KING. 


amar chitra katha 


WHEN DHRUVA SAW UTTAMA SITTING ON UTTANAPADA: 
(EM, 


TH 


GO TO LORD NARAYANA® 


AND SEEK HIS FAVOUR 

TO BE REBORN AS MY 

I SON. ONLY THEN CAN 
YOU ENJOY THE SAME {J 
RIGHTS AS UTTAMA. él 


he ) 
rae oi 
Gee 


YOU HAVE. 
NO RIGHT TO 
BE THERE.GO 


* ANOTHER NAME FOR VISHNU. 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


STUNG BY HER WORDS, DHRUVA RAN 
CRYING TO HIS MOTHER 


WHY ARE YOU (MOTHER SURUCHI 


CRYING, DHRUVA? } SAID | HAD NO 
| HAS ANYONE RIGHT TO SIT ON 
| HURT You 2 MY FATHER’S LAP. 


il 


SHE SAID ONLY UTTAMA 
HAD THE RIGHT TO SIT 
ON THE KING’S LAP. 


SHE’S RIGHT, 
DHRUVA. 


HOLDING BACK HER TEARS, SUNEET/| 
HUGGED HIM AND CARRIED HIM IN. 


PRINCE, AM | NOT, 
MOTHER ? 


SECURE IN HIS MOTHER'S ARMS, DHRUVA 
BECAME CALM AND THOUGHTFUL. 


SEE 


MOTHER, SURUCHI TOLD 
ME TO GO AND SEEK LORD 
NARAYANA’S FAVOUR IF | WANT 
TO SIT ON MY FATHER’S LAP, 


o> 


\ 


\ VE an’ 
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@ 7 WiLL NARAYANA 
PL REALLY HELP me, 
MOTHER @ 


YES, MY CHILD, 
HE NEVER FAILS 
THOSE WHO. 

TURN TO HIM, 


THEN | SHALL 


GO, MY SON. HE 1S THE 
ONLY ONE WHO CAN HELP US. 
IT WILL NOT BE EASY TO FIND 
HIM. BUT IF YOU TRY HARD 
ENOUGH YOU WILL SUCCEED, 


| WILL SUCCEED, 
MOTHER. | WILL NOT 
RETURN TILL! MEET 
THE LORD. ! WILL BECOME 
A GREATER KING THAN 
MY FATHER OR HIS 
FATHER BEFORE 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA, 


MEANWHILE » SAGE NARADA CAME TO NARADA WENT TO SEE DHRUVA, 

KNOW ABOUT SURUCHI’S HARSH oo 

| WORDS AND DHRUVA’S RESOLVE. MY CHILD, WHY \O MASTER,! AM DHRUVA, 
HE 1S A TRUE KSHATRIVA IN DON’T YOU THE SON OF MIGHTY 
THOUGH A MEGS oe Rena ACCEPT YOUR | UTTANAPADA,A KSHATRIVA, 
NOT. BROOK THE INSULTS OF FATE AND GO AND | AM DETERMINED TO 
HIS STEP-MOTHER YET WHAT BACK TO YOUR {WIN THE LORD'S FAVOUR, 

| HE SEEKS IS IMPOSSIBLE. MOTHER? 

| MUST SPEAK TO HIM. 


| AM AWARE OF THAT, MY FORGIVE me, ¥ 
CHILD. BUT YOU ARE TOO MASTER, BUT 
YOUNG, IT 1S NOT EASY | WILL NOT 
TO FIND LORD NARAYANA, / TURN BACK. 
| WHY DON’T YOu, WAIT O WISE ONE, 
TILL YOU ARE A LITTLE TELL ME HOW 
OLDER? |. CAN SUCCEED 
t A IN MY RESOLVE 


NARADA WAS EXTREMELY PLEASED 
BY HIS DETERMINATION. 
| 
ay IF YOU MEDITATE 
IN THE MADHUVAN 
FOREST ON THE BANKS 
OF THE YAMUNA,YOU 
WILL FIND THE LORD. 


O SAINT, 
TEACH ME 
HOW TO 
MEDITATE. 
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REPEAT WITH ME— 
*OM NAMO BHAGAWATE 
VASUDEVAYA ! 


OM NAMO 
BHAGAWATE 
VASUDEVAYA 


‘SAY THATOVER 
AND OVER AGAIN, 


KING t 


By WELCOME! WELCOME, 
SAGE NARADA 


<i BE 
. d 


NARADA NOTICED THAT THOUGH UTTANA- 
PADA WELCOMED HIM RESPECTFULLY, HIS 
MIND WAS ELSEWHERE.[ HOLY SAGE,| AM 
‘© KING, WHAT ace THE VILEST OF MEN. 
YOU THINKING Jip DID NOT UTTER A 


WORD WHEN 


WITH HER 
CRUEL WORDS! 


* / BOW TO THE REVERED VASUIDEVA (VISHNU) . 


ALAS! HE HAS GONE NY FEAR NOT, 


AWAY ALONE INTO THE ) O KING. THE 

FOREST. THE BEASTS / LORD HIM- 
4 SELF WILL 

PROTECT YOUR. 

SON.HE WILL COME 

BACK BRINGING 

GLORY TO ALL. 


SHALL SS 


SIT HERE AND 

BEGIN MY 

MEDITATION. 
a 


IN THE THIRD MONTH,HE 
STOPPED EATING AND 
LIVED ONLY ON WATER. . 


IN THE FIRST MONTH,HE | | GRADUALLY HE GAVE | 


HE COULD FIND IN THE 
FOREST. 


amar chitra ke 


atha 


(N THE FIFTH AND SIXTH MONTHS, 
EVEN STOPPED BREATHING. 


IN THE FOURTH MONTH,HE GAVE UP EVEN 
THAT AND LIVED OW Al. THROUGHOUT 
THE PERIOD HE REPEATED THE MANTRA 


BHAGAVATE 
VASUDEVAYA 


OM NAMO. 
BHAGAVATE 
VASUDEVAYA! 


DHRUVA"S CONCENTRA’ 
FLOWING, TI WAS 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 
AND ON EARTH, 


on | 


WE © LORD, 
CANNOT GIVE US LIFE- }} 
BREATHE, Rone AIR! 


@ 


ww) 70 4 — 
| f q 
$ aN \ 
: DO NOT DESPAIR. 
| SHALL DESCEND 
7 TO EARTH AND 
/ GRANT DHRUVA 
YU ss ¢ THE BOON HE oa 
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MEANWHILE, AS DHRUVA MIEDITATED — 
all 


LORD, | THOUGHT 


| HAD FOUND YOU BUT 
YOUVE SUDDENLY VAN- 
ISHED. HAVE | FAILED IN 
MY WORSHIP? HAVE | 
DISPLEASED YOU? THEN 
| SHALL START MED! 
TATING ALL OVER gg 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA, 


. 
|. KNOW WHAT HAS q You SHALL RULE 
BROUGHT YOU TO MADHUVAN, FOR 36,000 YEARS. 
YOUR WISH WILL BE FULFILLED. THEN WILL | GIVE 
YOU SHALL BE A GREAT KING. YOU A PLACE IN /&% 
HEAVEN WHERE i 
YOU SHALL | 
STAY FOREVER. 


7 


OM NAMO 
BHAGAVATE. 
VASUDEVAYA! 


a TAKE THIS. 
YOUR MAJESTY, He YOU HAVE 
PRINCE DHRUVA |S PLEASED ME 


ON HIS WAY HOME. J / WITH GOOD 
N NEWS. 


*THE POLE STAR TO THIS DAY 'S KNOWN AS DHRUVA. 
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| CANNOT 
WalT TO SEE MY 


7] SON.COMMANDER, #7 


GET THE CHARIOTS 
READY.WE WILL 
ALL GO TO 
RECEIVE HIM. 


© MY SON, 
MY GLORIOUS 


AND AMIDST GREAT REJOIC- 
ING,OHRUVA WAS CARRIED 
BACK TO THE PALACE.AS 
SOON AS DHRUVA WAS 
OLD ENOUGH TO RULE, 
UTTANAPADA CROWNED HIM 
KING AND RETIRED TO 
THE FOREST. 


cAI THE FAVOURITE DISCIPLE OF 
UDDALAKA, a RENOWNED SCHOLAR IN THE AG 
VEDAS, UDDALAKA HAD A DMGHTER C CALLED WZ 


SUJATA. 


boanaieaii’ 
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[i am PLEASED 
WITH YOUR 

DEVOTION, KAHODA. 
AS SOON AS YOU 
HAVE. MASTERED 
THE SACRED 


KAHODA WAS CLEVER AND HARD- 
ig AND SOON MASTERED THE 


you 
MAY CONTINUE 
TO LIVE HERE AT 
THE ASHRAM, 


[You SHALL HAVE 


MY DAUGHTER, 
SUJATA, FOR 
A WIFE 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


THOUGH THEY HAD TO LEAD AN AUSTERE 
LIFE, KAHODA AND SUJATA WERE HAPPY 
es SAGE UDDALAKA’S HERMITAGE. 


ay LORD, WHEN WE y, | SHALL spare 
HAVE A SON,HE MUST | NO PAINS TO 
MASTER THE SACRED ) TEACH HIM ALL 
TEXTS AS YOU HAVE. 


A FEW MONTHS LATER, SUJATA 
BECAME PREGNANT. 
= | MUST 


J EXPOSE MY CHILD 
TO THE SACRED 


50 SUVJATA SAT BY HER HUSBAND AS 
HE RECITED VERSES FROM THE 
SCRIPTURES; AND THE CHILD IN HER 
WOMB SILENTLY ABSORBED WHAT 
THE LEARNED FATHER RECITED. 


ONE DAY AS KAHODA SAT AMONG HIS: 
DIGCIPLES, INSTRUCTING THEM— 


THAF’S NOT 
THE WAY TO 
CHANT THAT. 
HYMN, FATHER. 
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WHO WAS THAT? 
WHERE DID THAT 
VOICE COME 
FROM? 


en & 


1 


IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
THE VOICE OF 
OUR UNBORN 


2 SUCH 
P \MPERTI- 
NENCE! AND 
FROM ONE YET 


FURIOUS WITH HIS SON FOR PUT THE MONTHS ROLLED ON AND THE i 
TING HIM TO SHAME BEFORE HIS TIME FOR SUJATA"S CONFINEMENT |} 
DISCIPLES, KAHODA CURSED HIM. ‘a 7 


O VAIN SOUL! MAY YOU 

BE BORN DEFORMED — 

MAY YOUR BODY BE 

TWISTED IN EIGHT 
PLACES! 


Vig 


MOMENT PER- 
FORMING A 


g 2 q GRAND YAGNA. 
x es , 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA, 


WHEN KAHODA REACHED MITHILA, 


UANAKA WELCOMED Hin. eae 


O REVERED SAGE,YOU \eeeaast 
HAVE COME AT THE a 
RIGHT MOMENT. 


A SCHOLAR. NAMED 
| BANDHI HAS COME 
TO MITHILA.NO 
ONE CAN DEFEAT 
HIM IN DEBATE. 


THINK IT OVER CAREFULLY. 
THOUGH YOU WILL BE 
WELL REWARDED IF 
YOU WIN... 


Wy 


Te) 
NIWAES 


.. YOU WILL BE 

OROWNED IN THE 

RIVER IF YOU DON’T. 

AND MANY SCHOLARS 

HAVE LOST THEIR: 
LIVES. 
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"4 BANDHI HAS WON 
AGAIN, POOR KAHODA 
| \ WILL BE DROWNED 
LIKE ALL THE 
HERS. 


il 
IN 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


WHEN THE NEWS REACHED SUJATA, 
BUT JANAKA WAS UNHAPPY. SHE BROKE DOWN, 

ALAS ! | HAVE LOST ONE ALAS! MY DESIRE DON’T GRIEVE, 
MORE SAGE WHO CAME FOR WEALTH HAS SUJATA.YOUR 
TO ATTEND THE YAGNA. CHILD SHALL 
HOW WILL THE YAGNA Y . NOT LACK A 
BE A SUCCESS? CHILD ITS Z FATHER’S LOVE, 
FATI 


A FEW DAYS LATER SUJATA 
HAD A BABY. 


ALAS! HIS \ LET HIM BE CALL' 
BODY IS ___\ ASHTAVAKRA™ MY WIFE 
DEFORMED /TOO HAS JUST BEEN 
IN EIGHT / BLESSED WITH A SON. 
PLACES. WE HAVE NAMED HIM, 


GROWING UP UNDER THE TENDER, 
LOVING CARE OF UDDALAKA... 
a as - 


* CROOKED IN EIGHT PLACES, 


THE YEARS ROLLED ON. 
UDDALAKA TAUGHT ASHTA- 
VAKRA AND SHWETAKETU. 


..ASHTAVAKRA SOON BEGAN TO 
LOOK UPON HIM AS HIS FATHER... 


PF vou F 

HAVE MASTERED 

THE VEDAS. | AM 
PROUD OF YOU, 


Fe) 


DEEPLY HUMILIATED, FR 
ASHTAVAKRA RAN TO ee 
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AND SUJATA TOLD HiITA ALL 
THAT HAD HAPPENED. 


DEFEAT BANDHI 
AND HAVE HIM 
DROWNED. 


THAT NIGHT— 


LET US GO TO MITHILA. IT 

WILL BE A GOOD EXPERI- 
ENCE FOR US. KING 
JANAKA HAS NOT BEEN 

fee ABLE TO COMPLETE THE 
YAGNA HE STARTED 

| TWELVE YEARS AGO. 


SHWETAKETU WAS WILLING. 


COME ON, SHWETAKETU. 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 
T 


WHEN THE BOYS REACHED THE GATES OF 
VANAKA’S PALACE AT MITHILA— 


WHO ARE 
you? WHAT 
DO You 


WE HAVE COME 
TO MEET THE 
KING. PLEASE 
TAKE US TO 
HIM. 


TO POSSESS TRUE KNOWLEDGE 
ONE NEED NOT BE GREY-HAIRED 
THE KING OR BALD. IT IS WRONG TO JUDGE 
1S PERFORMING A MANS MERIT BY HIS AGE. 
A YAGNA. | HAVE | MAY BE YOUNG BUT | HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED OBSERVED THE SACRED VOWS 
TO PERMIT ONLY AND HAVE MASTERED 
OLD LEARNED THE VEDAS. 
BRAHMANS TO 
SEE HIM, 


| HAVE COME HERE TO CHALLENGE 
BANDHI. YOU CAN JUDGE MY MERITS 
AFTER | HAVE DEFEATED HIM IN 
A DEBATE. PLEASE TAKE ME 
TO THE KING. 


= 
> 
or 
ser 


HE LOOKS = 
INTELLIGENT. 
LET US TAKE 
HIM TO THE 


SEE HIM AND HEAR 
HIM TALK. 


© RING, | HAVE HEARD OF 

BANDHI'S CHALLENGE AND 
THE FATE OF THOSE WHO 
FAILED TO MEET IT. 

| HAVE COME TO CHALLENG 
BANDHI AND TO SEE HIM 


HE |S JUST 
A CHILD, 
TIS MY 
DUTY TO 
WARN HIM. 


BANDH| BECAUSE 
YOU ARE IGNORANT 
OF HIS SKILL IN 
DEBATE.NO ONE 
HAS BEEN ABLI 
TO DEFEAT 
» HIM. 


THAT’S BECAUSE HE WHEN JANAKA SAW THAT ASHTAVAKRA | 
WAS NEVER CONFRONTED WAS ADAMANT — 
WITH A SCHOLAR OF MY THE BOY IS 
CALIBRE .| WILL NOT GO Def CONFIDENT. | WILL! 
BACK TILL | SEE HIM ap y TEST HIS 
DEFEATED AND j D}] \NTELLIGENCE 
DROWNED. BY ASKING HIM 


amar chitra katha 


A FEW 
QUESTIONS. 


A | IF YOu CAN ANSWER 7 were iS IT 
MY QUESTIONS WILL }} 7 THAT DOES 
ff LET YOU MEET l | 
fa BANDHI. ia | 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


WHICH ANIMAL 
DOES NOT CLOSE 
ITS EYES WHILE 
IT IS ASLEEP? 


ks 


THE KING ASKED LET THE BOY 
MANY MORE QUES- MEET BANDHI, 
TIONS AND WAS 8 | REQUEST BANDHI 
(MPRESSED BY THE 

BOLD PROMPT 

ANSWERS. 

Eo 
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BANDHI HAS MET 
HIS MATCH.LET 
ASHTAVAKRA =f HAD THOSE WHOM 
DECIDE HIS HE DEFEATED THROWN ¥ 
INTO THE RIVER.LET 
HIM MEET WITH 


Y 7 © KiNG! | Am THE SON SY 
_— > \a OF VARUNA®. THE SAGES 
i 


(4 | DEFEATED ARE NOT DEAD. 
MY FATHER WAS PERFORMING 
Bal A YAGNA FOR WHICH HE 
NEEDED SAGES FROM THE 
EARTH .THE CHALLENGE 
WAS A MEANS OF SEND- 
‘0 HIM. 


THE YAGNA MUST BE 

OVER BY NOW AND 

THEY SHOULD RETURN. 

AND BY ASHTAVARRA’S 

GRACE | CAN GO BACK. 
TO My FATHER.LET 
Us 60 TO THE 

RIVER. 


* LORD OF THE HYDROSPHERE 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


AT THE RIVER—| OG ae ONE BY ONE, THE SAGES EMERGED 
= FROM THE WATE! 


GL ASHTAVAKRA 
WILL SOON SEE 
\ His LONG-LOST / 
FATHER. 


ASHTAVAKRA, 
MY SON! 


ON You, 4 KNOWN TO EXCEL FATHERS 


MY BLESSINGS rs SONS HAVE OFTEN BEEN 
ASHTAVAKRA - 7 IN ACHIEVEMENTS, 


amar chitra katha 
NOW WITH YOUR _/ | | THEN AS THEY WATCHED, BANOHI 
PERMISSION,O KING, VUMPED INTO THE WATER... 
1 WILL GO BACK TO 
MY FATHER’S 
KINGDOM, 


KAHODA, ASHTAVAKRA AND 
SHWETAKETU RETURNED 


TO THE HERMITAGE.AS \ ASHTAVAKRA, 

SOON AS THEY ARRIVED Y TAKE A QUICK 

THERE, KAHODA TOOK PLUNGE INTO 
\ THE RIVER 


SUJATA AND ASHTAVAKRA 
TO THE RIVER FLOWING 
NEAR BY. 


AND COME OUT. 


DHRUVA & ASHTAVAKRA 


ASHTAVAKRA DID AS HE WAS TOLD. A SECOND LATER, 


AS HE EMERGED FROM THE WATER: 


MOTHER ! 
\/U .7 FATHER! LOOK! 
& MY BODY! IT’S 
NO LONGER 
DEFORMED! 


LOOK FATHER! 

ASHTAVAKRA’S, 

BODY IS NO 
LONGER 
DEFORMED! 


| UDDALAKA REJOICED TO SEE His GRANDSONS 


BODY STRAIGHT AND TALL.THE 


HERMITAGE ONCE AGAIN BECAME THE HAVEN OF PEACE IT USED TO BE. 


n 
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Dhruva and Ashtavakra 


The story of Dhruva is taken from the Bhagawat Purana. Dhruva was barely five years old when he performed 
pe 


nce to win the favour of Lord Ni 


ana (| 


shnu). Pleased with the faith of the child, Vishnu appeared 
fore him and told him that he would th for 36,000 years and then occupy a very important pl 
in heaven, And sure enough, to this day, Dhruva resides in the sky as the Pole star, referred to by many 
Hindus as the “Dhruva Tara” or “Dhruva Nakshatra”. 


According to the Vishnu Purana, the “Dhruva Nakshatra” occupies a significant position in the cosmos. I 
placed at the tail of the porpoise-li stial sphere with Lord Narayana at the centre, and, as it revolves, 
it causes the sun, the moon and the stars to revolve too. 


The story of Ashtavakra is taken from the Mi While in exile, the Pandava princes, accompanied by 
‘Sage Lomasha, visited a number of holy of Shwetaketu the sage 
told them the story of Ashtavakra, the nephew of Shw who was born with eight physical deformities 


and overcame all odds with the gift of knowledge and sheer perseverance. 
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